
THANKSGIVING
U.S. and Canada



Date
Canada - second Monday 

of October

USA - fourth Thursday 
of November



Multiple Origins
Harvest festivals
Victory celebrations
Religious services



the “first Thanksgiving”
- half myth, half truth



Indigenous peoples
National Day of Mourning
to honor the Indigenous
peoples killed by disease
and violence



Celebration
in the U.S.



Long day of cooking



Family Dinner
pumpkin pie

turkey

mashed
potatoes

stuffing
(regional)

cranberry
sauce



Also common to
celebrate with
friends

“Friendsgiving”



Often people will go around the table and each say
something that they are grateful for

Saying Thanks



American football



50 million people typically watch on TV
3.5 million people attend in New York City

Macy’s Thanksgiving Parade



Some people volunteer in
“soup kitchens” (places

that provide free food to
those that need it)

Volunteering



Community activities



After Thanksgiving



Thanksgiving leftovers
are “famous”

Leftovers!



After Thanksgiving people
start preparing for Christmas -

mostly by shopping!

Black Friday



What do you think?
How would you celebrate

Thanksgiving?


